
Subject: Dear Polly  
  
Dear Polly, 
I like the visual of the Mathematical Practices being the 
doorway to the Common Core State Standards.  I feel like I 
want to focus on #1 Make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  I need more information about 
this mathematical practices and what it looks like in an 
elementary classroom! 
Sincerely, 
Persevere in Teaching 
  
    
Dear Persevere in Teaching, 

We are creating problem-solvers so it does not matter 
what your objectives are or grade level, the eight 

mathematical practice standards are a guide to good math 
instruction.  Mathematical Practice #1: Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them - is a great practice to start.  It means that your students understand 
the problem, find a way to tackle it, and work until it is done. Basically, you will 
find practice standard #1 in every math problem, every day. The hardest part is 
pushing students to solve tough problems by applying what they already know 
and to monitor themselves when problem-solving.  Mathematically proficient 
students start by explaining to themselves (or others) the meaning of a problem 
and plan a solution looking for entry points to the solution instead of just jumping 
into a solution attempt. They continually ask themselves, “Does this make 
sense?” 

        Give students tough tasks and let them work through them.  

        Allow wait time for yourself and your students. Work for progress 
and “aha” moments.  

        Have the students make a plan with you of how to solve problems 
that are challenging or have multiple steps.  The math becomes about the 
process and not about the one right answer.  

        Lead with questions, but don’t pick up a pencil.   Let students make 
headway in the task themselves.   

        Allow productive struggle and don’t rush in too soon to rescue, but 
ask questions to support them.  

        Highlight what the students are doing that is making sense of the 
problem and how they are persevering.   



        Have students reflect and share how they were performing this 
mathematical practice today. 

  

The video below from the teaching channel shows perseverance in action in a 5th grade 
classroom. 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/math-practice-standard-perseverance 
  
Respectively, 
Polly 
 


